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City’s audit gets 
high marks
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

Aledo is growing. There’s no 
doubt about that.

City Administrator Bill 
Funderburk pointed out, in his open-
ing letter to the city’s annual finan-
cial report, that 77 new homes were 
built in various developments during 
the past fiscal year, with many more 
on the drawing board.

He also noted the purchase of a 
headquarters building by Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative, the opening of 
Reading Friends pre-school and kin-
dergarten in January, and ongoing 
construction at D-1 Training Center, 
Bistro 1031, Champions Business 
Park, First Bank and the new CVS 
Pharmacy on FM 1187.

Lots of things are jumping off the 
drawing board and into reality.

More than just 63 pages of 
state-required numbers, the report 
shows a city government well aware 
of growth and working hard to stay 
ahead of it.

Among the highlights:
• Property tax revenue was up 

approximately $250,000 in FY 
2018 over the year before;

• Sales taxes brought in approxi-
mately $30,000 more;

• Franchise taxes were up approxi-
mately $80,000.
In addition, the city’s charges for 

services (water, sewer, permits, etc.) 
and other business-type activities 
brought in $816,428, while its long-
term debt decreased by $535,000 
to stand at $12.2 million going into 
fiscal 2019-20.

The bottom line? It cost just 
under $5 million to operate the city 
of Aledo during FY 2017-18, which 
ended Sept. 30. That’s water and 
sewer as well as administration, 
public works, streets, municipal 
court, parks and recreation, and the 
community center.

Fees, fines and other charges 
brought in $577,887, while water/
sewer revenues totaled just over $3 
million, leaving $1.6 million to be 
covered by taxes and other revenues.

Property taxes, sales taxes, and 
franchise taxes more than took care 
of that, combining to bring in $2.38 
million. Interest, impact fees and 
miscellaneous charges brought in 
another $400,000, meaning the city 
was able to boost its fund balance 
— its savings account — to $3.27 
million.

Passing Grade
“You’re at 16 months’ reserves,” 

accountant Mike Vail told the coun-
cil as he presented the audit report. 
“That is very strong. We generally 
recommend six months.”

Vail said the city’s capital outlays 
were up mostly due to street infra-
structure, and he commended the 
way the city outlines in the audit 
report what it is doing with that 
cash.

Turn to ALEDO, page A3
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Polls open Saturday 
for local elections
Staff Reports
The Community News

Early voting has concluded, but local 
voters will have one more chance to help 
decide who will represent them at the 
local level on Saturday, May 4.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. at the following locations in Parker 
County:
• Aledo ISD Administration Building 

1008 Bailey Ranch Road
• Annetta City Hall 

450 Thunder Head Lane
• Azle Masonic Lodge 

257 W. Main Street
• Parker County Courthouse Annex 

1112 Santa Fe Drive in Weatherford
• Peaster ISD Rock Gym 

8512 FM 920
• Reno City Hall – 195 W Reno Road
• Willow Park Municipal Building 

516 Ranch House Road

The following East Parker County 
area contested races will be on ballots 
depending on the home of the voter. 
Candidates will appear on the ballots in 
each election in the following order:

City of Aledo
Matt Ribitzki
James R. Hester

NOTE: Hester dropped out of the race, 
but too late to cancel the election.

Town of Annetta
Mayor

Mike Brasovan
Bruce Pinckard

Council Place 3
Sandy Roberts
Mike Herring

Council Place 5
Jaime Saenz
Kent Stasey

Proposition: Continue Crime Control 
Prevention District

Yes
No

City of Fort Worth
Mayor

Betsy Price
Deborah Peoples
James H. McBride

Council Place 3
Tanner Smith
Bryan Byrd

City of Willow Park
Mayor

Gene Martin
Doyle Moss

Council Place 1
Jaymes Seals
Eric Contreras

Council Place 2
Amy Fennell
Marcy Galle

Council Place 3

Weatherford ISD
Board Place 3

Adam Feriend
Robert B Williams

Board Place 5
Wally Wallace
Lexie Lee

Voting results will be posted at www.
community-news.com on election night.

Focus about to shift to 
specifics of bond proposal
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

Aledo ISD’s Bearcat Growth 
Committee met April 17 for 
an overview of all the district’s 
facilities, a look at land needs, 
and some small-group sessions 

focused on answering two ques-
tions:

• What questions do you 
need answered?/What data do 
you still need? and

• What questions will the 
community have?

“It’s important that we look 
at everything, so bear with us,” 
co-chair Jim Scott said as he 

launched the meeting. “After 
tonight we will start looking at 
the bond package and putting 
together something to take to 
voters.”

Aledo ISD Facilities direc-
tor Tyler Boswell did a quick 
run-through on all the district’s 
facilities, leaving out Vandagriff 

ALEDO ISD

Committee gets overview of 
campuses, other facilities

Farmers Market  
returns to Aledo
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

They come from all over — a small 
organic farm near Benbrook Lake, a 
backyard garden in Euless, an aqua-
ponic farm between Burleson and 
Mansfield.

There are eggs and fried pies, soft 
chewy cookies, home-grown honey, 
and 23 different kinds of banana 
bread. That’s right: 23. We’re talking 
Parker County Peach, banana nut, 
granola, sliced almond, maraschino 
cherry, butterscotch… the list goes on.

Fresh vegetables are just now 
picking up, but that category will 

At the MArket

BOB BUCKEL/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Lori Schmidtke and daughter Catherine of Mineral Wells, who sell everything from baked goods to 
soap, visit with Tom Messinger, who with his wife Loretta owns DFW Aquaponics Farm. They grow 
numerous varieties of lettuce in a living ecosystem where fish produce the fertilizer that grows the 
plants.

Kim Gardeman of Texas Prairie Farms, Lynnda Burroughs 
(background) and Carrie Wood of Hot Tamalez visit during 
a lull.Turn to MARKET, page A2

Turn to AISD, page A4
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- Ensuring our actions comply with our own Ordinances.
- Completing water distribution system improvements.
- Preparing the draft Home Rule City Charter for a ballot referendum in 2020.
- Preserving existing residential neighborhoods from unwanted changes. 

Protecting property values.
- Inspiring broad participation in updating the Comprehensive Master Plan 

and updating the Capital Improvement Plan to include roads. 
- Treating every citizen with respect and courtesy.

Have you noticed that you 
are getting great high-quality 

fl yers in your water bill the 
past couple of months? It 

must be a coincidence that 
those started right after 

incumbents were challenged 
on this year’s ballot. 

Leadership provides full 
disclosure ALL of the time.

You may have been told we are 
going to concrete Ranch House 

Road from Scenic to Fox Hunt. This 
million-dollar-plus project is NOT in 
this year’s budget. The project was 
put out for bids without formal and 
public discussion by Council. This 
project will require new DEBT that 
is NOT included in my estimated 

future MINIMUM debt of $40-Million 
in less than three years. 

CORRECTING THE
 MISTAKE THAT I MADE! 

I calculated WP’s cost share for the 
Fort Worth water contract to be $8.6M. 
The accurate calculation is only $6.5M. 
I apologize. Note that my prior estimate 

of a MINIMUM total debt of $40M is 
not affected because I used a very 
conservative $10M estimate for the 

Wastewater solution. 

Thank you for your consideration and please 

VOTE FOR GENE MARTIN for MAYOR
This political advertisement was paid for by Gene Martin

«« ELECT ««
GENE MARTIN 

for MAYOR of WILLOW PARK

As Mayor my goals will include:
- Continuing to pursue and encourage additional retail development 

along I-20 corridor.
- Developing an affordable solution to the Wastewater Treatment prob-

lem in coordination with TCEQ and neighboring cities.
- Keeping the City Council and public fully informed.
- Reconstructing neighborhood roads in accordance with planning and 

budget allowances. 
- Balanceing General Fund Budgets without new debt and prepare for 

the huge Water/Wastewater debt.

I have the experience to make these goals a reality.

One action I would NOT have championed is the HUD-funded 
high-density housing within a residential district.

« « « « « « « « « « « « « «

News from the 
Willow Park 
Citizens Group

You can’t help but notice the flurry 
of signs and perhaps you are taking 
part in the discourse about our cities. 
It’s good to step in and get involved! 
Oh, but local politics are the same 
everywhere, so remember, we’re all, 
first and foremost, neighbors. And 
that we all love it here.

This week is about local elections, 
about electing your neighbors who 
will have direct control over the life of 
your Willow Park. If you haven’t voted 
early, remember election day is this 
Saturday, May 4.

Consolidated candidate informa-
tion may be found at the WPCG web-
site, www.WillowParkCitizensGroup.
org, including the following: 

• A video of the EPC Chamber 
Candidate Forum, 23 April, 2019,

• WPCG online Candidate Q&A for 
Willow Park,

• Q&A articles from The Community 
News and the Weatherford Democrat

Election activities  
in Willow Park:

• On May 4, election day polls are 
open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
The polling location in Willow Park is 
Willow Park Municipal Building (City 
Hall), 516 Ranch House Rd, Willow 
Park 76087. Additional polling loca-
tions in Parker County are available at 
the WPCG website. 

• Also, May 4 bring your family, 
friends and kites for a morning of 
Freedom Kite Flying. From 10 a.m. to 
noon, Willow Park Citizens are gath-
ering to celebrate the freedoms of our 
representative republic and to enjoy 
family time together. First Baptist 
Church of Willow Park, 601 Ranch 
House Road.

“ Let us never forget that government 
is ourselves and not an alien power over 
us. The ultimate rulers of our democra-
cy are not a President and senators and 
congressmen and government officials, 
but the voters of this country.” 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, 23rd 
President of the United States

Obituaries

Gordon James 
Robertson

Gordon James 
Robertson of Aurora, 
Illinois, resident of 
Hudson Oaks, Texas, 
passed away in his 
home on Monday, 
April 29, 2019. He 
was 66 years old. 

Gordon is best 
known as the founder and ride 
director for the Ride for Heroes: 
a bike ride and community 
event in Parker County to ben-
efit the volunteer fire depart-
ments and first responders. As 
an enthusiastic blues lover and 
drummer, Gordon served on the 
board of the Trinity River Blues 
Society, which helps uncover 
talent of local blues artists. 
Gordon had a passion for 
volunteerism, spending many 
years teaching english and 
offering assistance to refugee 
families, and helping people 
recover from addiction. 

Gordon explored the 
spiritual side of life, earning 
his degree from Maharishi 
University of Management. 
After studying under the 
Indian guru, best known for 
his influence on The Beatles, 
Gordon was a certified teach-
er and life-long practicer of 
Transcendental Meditation.   
His passing comes just two 

weeks after the 30th 
wedding anniver-
sary of he and his 
devoted wife, Virginia 
Robertson. He also 
leaves behind his 
Pride and Joy, his two 
daughters, Jessica 
and Lisa Robertson.

His death is 
preceded by his 

parents, Marilyn and William 
Robertson, and older brother 
Bill Robertson. Mourning his 
death are his sister and broth-
er-in-law Caroline and Larry 
Peterson and nephew Andrew 
Polfleit; brother Tom Robertson; 
brother and sister-in-law Dave 
and Megan Robertson, and 
their two daughters, Rachel 
and Grace; niece and nephew 
Scott and Stephanie Robertson, 
children of Bill Robertson and 
Karen Temple. 

Gordon left his body 
to the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center 
to study the aggressive form 
of cancer which took him too 
quickly. The family has set up 
a fund for his memorial and 
medical costs via GoFundMe, 
which can be found at bit.ly/
gordonrobertsonmemorial. His 
Celebration of Life is TBA.
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Alva Jemison
Alva Jemison of 

Aledo passed away 
Monday, April 29.

Alva was born 
in Fort Worth on 
December 19, 1937 
to Charles A. and 
Rebecca Moore. 
She attended Fort 
Worth Technical High 
School, where she graduated 
in 1956.

On November 4, 1960, she 
married Larry Jemison, and 
their union laster the rest of her 
lifetime, more than 58 years. 
Larry and Alva moved to Aledo 
in 1974.

Alva touched the lives of 
countless children in the Aledo 
Independent School District 
by driving a school bus, an 
occupation she started in 1975. 

She enjoyed playing 
Keno with her friends, 
and was a member 
of Birchman Baptist 
Church.

Alva is survived 
by her husband, 
Larry; two sisters: 
Charlene Downing 
of Haltom, City and 
Elaine Russell of 
Hudson Oaks; and 

five nieces Donna Seddon, Lisa 
Pederson, Tammy Patterson, 
Evelyn Cleveland, and Kristi 
Hinkle.

Visitation is scheduled 
for 6-8 p.m. Friday, May 3, at 
Mount Olivet Chapel, 2301 
North Sylvania Avenue in Fort 
Worth. The funeral is scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. Saturday, May 4, 
at Mount Olivet.
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Robertson

Jemison

Elementary and Aledo Middle School, 
which the committee had already toured. He 
reviewed Coder, McCall, Stuard and Walsh 
elementaries; McAnally Intermediate, the 
Daniel Ninth Grade Center, Aledo High 
School, the Ag Building, and the Aledo 
Learning Center, as well as the technology 
and security building, the auxiliary services 
building, the south transportation facility 
and the administration building.

Pfluger Architects’ presented conceptual 
studies on work that could be done at Coder 
and Stuard elementaries to add collaborative 
spaces and bring them up to the standard of 
the newest campus, Walsh Elementary.

Major renovations are proposed at 
Vandagriff, Aledo Middle School, and 
McAnally, in addition to the construc-
tion of a new elementary campus and 
a new middle school. No work is pro-
posed at the Daniel or Aledo High 
School campuses.

Finance director Earl Husfeld gave 
the committee a quick review of bond 
funds still left from the 2015 issue.

“If you add the $727,767 we’ve 
earned in interest, there’s almost $9 
million left,” from the 2015 bond issue, 
Husfeld said. “We’ve identified $6.4 
million in projects we need to do, which 
we’ll be bringing to the board as we get 
ready for them.

“We’re using those funds for growth 
as we experience it in the district.”

Some of those funds are already being 
spent on new fire alarm systems, safety and 
security, school buses, and other items as 
specified in the 2015 bond proposal.

Husfeld said the school board “goes with 
the original intent” when spending leftover 
bond funds — putting those funds into the 
same category that was projected on the 
ballot.

“Walsh came in under budget,” he said. 
“That’s fairly common. You’re looking in 
that crystal ball. Some districts come in over 
budget, then you have to go back and reas-
sess the project and see where you can lower 
costs to fit within the budget.

“Aledo’s been fortunate in that most of 
them I’ve been familiar with are similar to 
this one.”

Land, roads an issue
The group also spent time discussing 

land, land costs, and transportation issues.

Currently, AISD owns about 20 acres on 
Highway 5 and 130 acres on Old Weatherford 
Road. Other sites may be purchased or 
donated and designated for new campuses 
as needed.

“You need 85 to 100 acres for a high 
school,” superintendent Dr. Susan Bohn said. 
“One possibility we’re looking at is saving the 
Old Weatherford Road site, finding an alter-
native site for a middle school and keeping 
that for a high school down the road.”

A wide array of options are still on the 
table, waiting to be narrowed down over the 
next few weeks.

Bohn said a meeting is in the works 
with the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments as well as city, county and 
state officials from the Texas Department of 
Transportation.

“I think we can get our hands on some 
TxDOT data, and any information the coun-
ty has,” she said. “It’s not going to be perfect 
data, but we’ll bring it to you. Given the 
number of kids on those campuses right 
now, if we’re going to increase the number of 
kids, what do we need?”

In answers to questions as the meeting 
drew to a close, Bohn said it’s “pretty likely” 
new land will be purchased with some of 
the leftover bond funds. The developers of 
Walsh Ranch have said they are planning to 
donate additional school sites.

“There’s potentially 14,000 homes in that 
development, so we’re going to continue to 
talk to them,” she said.

In building a potential bond package, the 
committee has projected a capacity of $137 
million without a tax increase.

“What we want to know is, what does 
your gut tell you?” co-chair Christi James 
said, summing up. “How can we best spend 
that $137 million?”

AISD
from page one

“We have a little over 3,400 
maximum capacity at all 
five elementary schools 
combined. In 2021-22, we 
will have 3,600 kids. Do we 
need new schools?”

- Jim Scott, BGC Co-Chair

http://www.WillowParkCitizensGroup



