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Aledo graduates graduate again, 
this time from college.
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Acting!
AHS students performing in 
summer production.
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Saying Goodbye
One coach retires, one relocating 
to another school.
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Tennis Camp
Youngsters learn the finer points 
of tennis.
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ANNETTA

Council approves 
replats, amends 
fee structure
By Nicole Hawkins
The Community News

Two alternates were appointed to 
the board of the Town of Annetta’s 
Planning and Zoning Commission at 
the Annetta City Council meeting June 
20. 

J.D. Davis and Stephen Barron were 
unanimously voted to fill the commis-
sion’s alternate one and two spots.

The council unanimously approved 
the following items on the consent 
agenda: 

• a replat of lots 130 Rim Rock Road 
and 147 Deer Creek Drive, 

• an expenditure of $600 for an 
event in appreciation of Parker County 
Precinct 4 and Hudson Oaks Water 
Department employees, 

• an amendment to the fee schedule 
between the town and BureauVeritas 
North America, Inc., and 

• an ordinance amending the fees 
related to residential construction.

The Texas legislature recently 
passed HB 852, which prohibits munic-
ipalities from calculating the amount of 
certain building permit and inspection 
fees based on the value of a property. 
The amended fee structure approved 
by the council changes the calculation 
of residential construction fees within 
the town from property value to square 
footage. 

The next Annetta City Council 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. July 18 at 
Annetta City Hall.

Annetta’s Community Crime 
Prevention Event and Talk of the Town 
Business Fair will run from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, June 29, 2019. Fire 
Station 37 will have fire trucks on dis-
play, Air Evac will land their helicopter 
at 10:30 a.m., and there will be dog 
obedience training and an antique car 
show.

In addition, there will be shopping, 
food, slushes, dipping dots, obstacle 
course, bounce house, slide, door priz-
es, and additional activities.

ALEDO ISD

Board hears 
update on 
Bearcat 
Growth 
Committee
Full agenda at  
Monday meeting
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

At the Monday, June 17 school 
board meeting, the board heard 
an update on the Bearcat Growth 
Committee from superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn.

The committee, which met nine 
times from January to May, will 
sponsor two community meetings 
in July at Vandagriff Elementary 
School, each beginning at 5:30 p.m. 
July 18 and July 23. Those meet-
ings will feature presentations by the 
committee co-chairs, and members 
will lead small groups for in-depth 
discussion.

“It will be the same meeting,” 
Bohn said, “just on two different 
days in case someone can’t attend on 
one day.”

The overall committee’s next 
meeting is at 5 p.m. Aug. 1 at the 
AISD Administration Building. The 
group will present its proposed bond 
package for board review at a special 
called meeting Aug. 8.

“They will hear feedback and 
make adjustments as needed, then 
present a final bond package recom-
mendation to the Board for approval 
Aug. 19,” Bohn said.

The board will have the oppor-
tunity to call a bond election during 
that meeting. If they do, it would be 
held Nov. 5.

Bohn said staff members have 
been sitting down with the architects 
who were hired to help the BGC with 
this process, working to refine the 
numbers for the committee’s plan-
ning.

“What we’re talking through is, 
what should an Aledo elementa-
ry school look like? What should 
an Aledo intermediate school look 
like?” she told the board. “For exam-
ple, band is a larger program at our 
middle school than it is at most 
of the middle schools these archi-
tects design, so we would build more 
space for band than what they may 
have designed.

“The point of this is so we can 
go back to the BGC for their Aug. 
1 meeting with tighter numbers on 
what these campuses might cost.”

Auditing firm re-hired
The auditing firm of Kirk & 

Richardson, P.C., which did the dis-
trict’s most recent state-mandated 
annual financial audit, was re-hired 

Turn to AISD, page 6

Fallon reviews recent legislative session
Full-house town hall gets 
update, answers
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Part 1 of a two-part story
Freshman State Sen. Pat Fallon 

covered a variety of topics when he 
held a town hall meeting on June 18 at 
Saltwater in Weatherford. He report-
ed to the audience some highlights of 
the most recent legislative session.

Fallon, whose district covers 14 
counties, previously served as a state 
representative before unseating incum-
bent Senator Craig Estes in the 2018 
Republican Primary. He told the crowd 

that there is more work as a senator 
than there is as a representative.

“In the house, you have 150 mem-
bers … but in the Senate, there’s only 
31 members. So for instance, I was 
assigned to two committees in the 
house, they met about 2-8 hours. And 
in the house, we usually met once a 
week. In the Senate, I was assigned to 
five committees, we met about two to 
eight hours, but they usually met twice 
a week. Not always. But you could just 
do the math on that,” he said.

Despite the workload, he said it 
was a wonderful experience.

“And while we kept telling each RANDY KECK/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

State Sen. Pat Fallon addressed a full house at his June 18 town 
hall meeting.Turn to FALLON, page 3

Boys state

CYNTHIA LLEWELLYN/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

John Llewellyn and Abe Birdwell represented Aledo High School at Boys State in Austin June 9-14.

Two Aledo High School students 
get first-hand experience  
in Texas politics
By Randy Keck
The Community News

Two incoming seniors at Aledo High School 
spent the middle of June participating in 
American Legion Boys State. John Llewellyn 
and Abe Birdwell spent the week of June 10 at 
the University of Texas participating in activi-
ties designed to educates future leaders about 
government, civics, and patriotism in a “learn by 
doing” environment. The 1,100 delegates had all 
just completed their junior year of high school 
and, according to a release from the American 
Legion Boys State, was hand-picked by teachers, 
counselors, and local American Legion posts 
throughout Texas to attend the one week seminar.

“During the week, the delegates were evenly 
split into fictional parties of the Nationalist and 
Federalists. Each party drafted party platforms, 
elected party officials, nominated candidates via 
primary elections, and contested a general elec-
tion against the rival party and its candidates,” 
the release said.

“It’s a simulation of American Government 
and politics. We all get together and we’re distrib-
uted evenly into what we call cities,” Birdwell said. 
“And there’s two cities to every county and four 
cities to every district, and we sort of go through 
the rigmarole of simulating Texas politics.”

Both of the students members of the Nationalist 
Party during the simulations, although Birdwell 
pointed out that the names of the parties had no 
reflection on actual platforms.

Llewellyn was successfully elected as a State 
Representative.

Turn to STATE, page 3
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for another year at a cost not 
to exceed $27,800.

“Kirk & Richardson con-
ducted a quality audit and pro-
vided responsive service to the 
district,” Earl Husfeld, Aledo 
ISD’s chief financial officer, 
reported to the board. He also 
pointed out that the company 
assigns different staff mem-
bers each year to work with 
the district, to assure “fresh 
eyes” on the District’s records, 
processes, and internal con-
trols.

Depository contract 
renewed

The board renewed a 
two-year contract with First 
Financial Bank, N.A. to serve 
as the district’s official depos-
itory bank for checking, sav-
ings, payroll, and other bank 
services.

Husfeld said the bank does 
not charge AISD any fees, nor 
is there any requirement for 
minimum balances. They 
have been the school’s deposi-
tory since 2013.

“The proposal we received 
from FFB was literally, no 
charge, no compensating bal-
ance and no fee,” he said. “It’s 
a very unique arrangement.”

Husfeld said the bank’s 
corporate philosophy focuses 
on giving back to communi-
ties where they have facilities, 
and this is one of the ways 
they accomplish that.

“We have a great rela-
tionship with them,” he said. 
“They are a good corporate 
partner.”

He noted that under state 
law, this is the last two-year 
period that the agreement can 

be extended without it being 
re-bid.

“In the spring of 2021 we 
will have to go out for propos-
als again, and go through this 
process again,” he said.

Permanent ladders 
due

Using funds allocated for 
capital improvements from 
the district’s 2015 bond issue, 
the board voted to install per-
manent ladders, with hand-
rails, to allow workers to get 
from one roof level to anoth-
er at the Vandagriff, Stuard, 
Coder, Aledo Middle School, 
Aledo Learning Center, and 
Aledo High School campuses.

The ladders will meet codes 
and provide better safety for 
workers doing roof repair as 
well as accessing HVAC and 
other equipment. They will 
be permanently fixed to the 
roof and will have handrails 
to facilitate moving from one 
roof level to another.

“Currently we have a literal 
ladder going from one level of 
the roof to another,” facilities 
director Tyler Boswell told the 
board. “It’s not the safest situ-
ation, and not compliant with 
codes. This is just one of those 
things we need to do to pro-
tect our workers.”

Boswell was charged in 
February when he joined 
Aledo ISD to do a dis-
trict-wide facility assessment. 
He has identified numerous 
projects, some of which are 
already underway, including 
security and safety upgrades, 
roofs, and other items.

Additional projects will be 
brought to the board as they 
are identified.

Three bids were received 
on the ladder installa-

tion. Tri-Lam Roofing & 
Waterproofing, Inc. had the 
best bid and will complete the 
work this summer.

Other action

The board recognized 
Aledo High School’s UIL 
state track & field qualifiers, 
including state champion pole 
vaulter Zach Davis, silver and 
gold medalist distance runner 
Graydon Morris, and silver 
medalist pole vaulter Sierra 
White.

They also honored UIL 
band and choir state qual-
ifiers and golf state qualifi-
ers Evan Pennington, Ben 
Huxtable, Jacob Trawick, 
Winston Meintjes, Doak 
Neill, and Tanner Smith, and 
did a drawing for the Hyles 
Teacher Attendance Awards 
for the spring semester.

Board member Julie 
Turner noted that the Aledo 
Education Foundation net-
ted more than $80,000 from 
its recent golf tournament — 
more than double what the 
event has earned before. She 
cited more sponsors as the 
key item, helping keep costs 
down.

Chicken Express owner 
Gordon Jones spoke briefly to 
commend the staff at McCall 
Elementary School for their 
focus on school safety. As a 
volunteer in the school, Jones 
said he has witnessed first-
hand the school’s response to 
weather and wildfire emer-
gencies. “School safety is a pri-
ority for me, and y’all have got 
that down,” he said. “I’ve been 
so blessed to be able to be able 
to see their dedication and the 
love they show for those kids.”

AISD
from page one

started. And I hope every-
one — I know, I don’t hope. 
I know, everyone’s excited 
administration has been very 
supportive. People in the 
community have reached out 
to me, so I appreciate every-
one’s support.

In addition to the fun 
and camaraderie that 
exists among a dance team, 
Rosealee Kertok said there 
are other, life-long benefits 
to being on the drill team.

“A great deal of the skills 
that I have as an adult in 

my professional life are skills 
that I learned in drill team,” 
Kertok said. “It’s great to be 
able to learn to do splits and 
high kicks. But what drill 
team also teaches girls is 
self-confidence, self-aware-
ness, how to get along with 
others, how to work with a 
team, how to meet deadlines, 
balance schedules, all things 
that you need as an adult out 
there in the real world.

“Drill team teaches those 
things. And that’s part of why 
it’s always been important to 

me that Aledo has that pro-
gram. I made friends in drill 
team in Aledo high school 
that are still some of my 
closest friends today. Girls 
I know that are involved 
dance make friends in dance 
that they keep the rest of 
their lives. Not every girl is 
a cheerleader, not every girl 
is an athlete. Having a drill 
team and a dance program 
provides an outlet for a lot 
of girls that might not fit in 
elsewhere. I know that was 
the case with me.”

SOPHIA CORTEZ/THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Emma Marchlinski and Rilee Goggans
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