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ALEDO ISD

‘Trust factor’ a 
focus of growth 
committee’s work
Bond panel studies future 
educational needs
By Bob Buckel
The Community News

The March 7 meeting of Aledo 
ISD’s Bearcat Growth Committee was 
held at the district’s newest campus, 
Walsh Elementary, and much of the 
focus was on the educational needs of 
21st-century students.

But the first order of business was 
to clear up a few things from the past.

At the group’s Feb. 21 meeting, 
lingering questions arose about how 
previous bond funds were spent, and 
not spent, and how a few high-profile 
items — including the indoor practice 
facility at Aledo High School — were 
paid for.

Chief Financial Officer Earl 
Husfeld made sure everyone on the 
38-member committee had the facts.

“There was $6,000,025 that was 
approved by taxpayers in 2008 that 
was never sold,” he said. That election 
included funding for the Daniel 9th 
Grade Center, which was completed 
in 2010.

“That was a low point in construc-
tion costs, and that project came in 
significantly under budget,” Husfeld 
said. “We had about $9 million left 
over, so the board elected to use $3 
million to build the practice facility.”

According to superintendent Dr. 
Susan Bohn, it is unlikely the district 
will ever issue the other $6 million in 
bonds.

“The board’s feeling is that there’s 
a promise to voters not to issue that 
debt,” she said. “It’s a trust thing.

Committee member Robert Cox 
said it seemed “illogical” not to issue 
those bonds and use the funds either 
for maintenance or to purchase land 
as needed for future building sites. 
Bohn said her impression was that the 
board would prefer to handle those 
things in the current proposal.

“Part of this process is trust-build-
ing,” she said. “You’re doing work, 
but part of the board’s job, and a 
huge part of my job, is to regain the 
perceived loss of trust that was pretty 
resounding in the last bond election.”

She told the committee that what-
ever the district needs in this 2019 
bond issue should be presented to 
voters this year.

“This $6 million doesn’t add 
capacity,” she noted. “We can go ahead 
and ask for the full amount that you 
guys decide needs to happen, in this 
next bond.

“I do think we need to spend 
money on our kids and our buildings, 
but I think we’re also in a situation 
where we need to put together and be 
the group that everybody can trust. 
There are all kinds of perspectives we 
have to consider as we do this work 
together.”

By Jeri Petersen
The Community News

“Each of you should use what-
ever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
GRACE in its various forms.” - 1 
Peter 4:10

On a cold day in December, ele-
mentary school teacher Amy Gray 
and her two daughters saw a famil-
iar woman by the side of the road 
on their usual route home. In the 
summer they had stopped to give 
her some food, but on this frigid 
day, they felt a special urgency to 
give her something warm. They 
hurried home to heat up some 
soup and hot chocolate, and they 
gathered up some chips, candy, 
and water.

But there was one more thing.
Twelve-year-old Brynlynn had 

recently learned to sew, and she 
wanted to give the woman a blan-
ket she had made for herself. The 
recipient didn’t seem particularly 
happy or grateful, but the family 
didn’t fault her. Instead, they felt a 
strong desire to help more people, 
Brynlynn said.

Brynlynn’s grandparents had 
given her a sewing machine a cou-
ple of years before because she 
wanted to learn to sew. Between 
their tutoring and some YouTube 
lessons, she took off.

Having given one blanket away, 
she wanted to start sewing more. 
This past Christmas her younger 
sister, Brylee, received a sewing 
machine like hers, and at the same 
time, the family received an unex-
pected cash gift. They decided to 
take about half of the money to 
buy fabric and thread, and in a 
day, Brynlynn taught Brylee how to 
sew blankets to give to people who 
don’t have a home.

Over the Christmas break they 
took 21 blankets to The Salvation 
Army Fort Worth shelter. 

“There were a bunch of peo-
ple sitting around, and there were 
little kids, and it was sad to know 
that they didn’t have as much as we 
have,” Brynlynn said. 

To Amy, delivering the blankets 
in person was as important for the 
girls as sewing them was.

“They needed to see those peo-

Grays’ Grace

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brylee Gray (left) and Brynlynn Gray (right) are shown in their home with a variety of blankets they sewed 
for the Salvation Army Fort Worth Shelter.

SPECIAL TO THE COMMUNITY NEWS

Brylee Gray (left) and Brynlynn Gray (right) are shown delivering blan-
kets they sewed for the Salvation Army Fort Worth Shelter.
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The Willow Park Citizens 
Group has partnered with Railhead 
Realty to offer voter registration 
events between now and April 4, 
the deadline to register before the 
May 4 local elections.

A certified, Parker County, 
Volunteer Deputy Registrar will 

be available to provide Texas Voter 
Registration Applications and 
assistance. The WPCG represen-
tative said there would be “no pol-
iticking, just an opportunity to ful-
fill civic responsibility.”

Dates and locations for regis-
tration events are:

9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 
16, at Railhead Realty, 5189 E. 

Interstate 20 Service Rd. North, 
Suite 106, Willow Park (free coffee 
and donuts);

7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 
19 at the WPCG Hangout, Cafe 
23:5 in the Shops at Willow Park;

9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 23 at 
Railhead Realty;

5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 
26, at the WPCH PM Hangout at 

Cafe 23:5;
9-11 a.m. Saturday, March 30 at 

Railhead Realty;
• 7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 

2, at Cafe 23:5.
For more informa-

tion, email admin@
WillowParkCitizensGroup.org or 
visit WillowParkCitizensGroup.
org.

Voter registration events scheduled

ple who really needed and wanted 
those blankets,” she said. “That’s 
not something they’d ever wit-
nessed. The ride home was pretty 
silent.” 

Having her daughters see 
people without shoes and socks 
turned into something much more 
than Amy could have anticipated, 
though. The girls’ next question 
was, “When can we sew more blan-
kets?”

They were out of money, and 
Amy said she didn’t know what 
to tell them. Undaunted, the 
girls asked if they could start a 
GoFundMe account. They came 
up with a name for their non-profit 
endeavor, Girls with Grace (God’s 
Reaching Arms Cover Everyone), 
based on a Bible verse, 1 Peter 
4:10. They designed a logo to put 
on t-shirts, which they proudly 
wear and are starting to sell as 
an additional fundraiser. Their 
GoFundMe page went live on Feb. 
2. On March 12, their account had 
$1,537. 

Turn to GRACE, page 16
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HOPE IS HERE
SETTING A NEW STANDARD 

FOR ONCOLOGY CARE
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START TIMES: 
7:00 pm: Registration
7:45 pm: Opening Ceremony
8:00 pm: 1K Glow Run/Walk
8:30 pm: 5K Glow Run/Walk
Finish Line Festival with FREE food 
and family fun after each race.

REGISTRATION OPTIONS: 
Completed registration forms and payment can be mailed to Aledo Children’s 
AdvoCats, P.O. Box 25, Aledo, TX 76008.  Online registration is also available at 
www.aledoadvocats.com.  Online registration closes Thursday, March 21st.   
Deadline to be guaranteed a race t-shirt is Friday, March 8th.

JOIN US FOR OUR 
14th Annual 

Run, Walk or Crawl Event

1K and 5K Glow Run
Saturday, March 23, 2019

START/FINISH LOCATION: 
Aledo Bearcat Stadium 

1000 Bailey Ranch Road - Aledo

RACE BAG PICK UP: 
Thursday, March 21  

Aledo Community Center
104 Robinson Court
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

NOTE:  T-Shirts WILL NOT be delivered to schools this year.  All T-Shirts and Race Bags will be 
available for pick up on Thursday, March 21 at the Aledo Community Center.  T-shirts will be 
available at the registration table on race day if NOT picked up at Race Bag Pick Up.   T-Shirt 
availability for those registering on or after March 9th is first come first serve only and available for 
pickup on Race Day.
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Location, Location, Location
Bohn said the board has already 

considered how to pay for land.
“We have set aside funds — not 

bond funds, but operating funds — to 
purchase property,” she said. “We have 
had discussions with developers and 
we have every intention of either get-
ting donations or purchasing property 
before we call the election.

As the discussion continued, 
Husfeld elaborated.

“We can purchase property with 
existing funds, then include money in 
bond program for land and reimburse 
the general fund for that,” he said.

Bohn said the district is “aggres-
sively pursuing land options, all over 
the place.”

“Then in August, before we ask the 
board to call a bond election, we will 
say the location,” she added. “We will 
let everybody know where we plan to 
build a school.”

Husfeld also noted that the score-
board at Bearcat Stadium was paid for 
by advertising revenue, and that the 
18-wheeler equipment truck the band 
uses for out-of-town games and con-
tests was funded by the Band Boosters, 
with a match from the district.

Based on projections presented at 
the Feb. 21 meeting, Aledo ISD can 
issue between $105 and $137 million 
in new bonds without raising its tax 
rate, which remains well below the 
state cap.

Bohn also noted that a portion of 
the 2015 bond program — about $6 
million — was earmarked for main-
tenance, safety and security upgrades. 
Tyler Boswell, the district’s new con-
struction supervisor, has just complet-
ed an updated assessment of needs in 
the district, she said, and the board 
will hear a report later this month on 
his recommendations.

“It’s important to show everybody 
in the community what’s happening 

with the 2015 bond money before you 
ask for more money,” she said. “We’re 
going to bring that to you… so you will 
have an understanding of what we are 
doing with the 2015 bond package.”

Eyeing the school of the 
future

The committee spent the rest of its 
time March 7 exploring the district’s 
newest campus and pondering what 
the classroom of the future will look 
like — and it’s unlikely to be rows of 
desks with a blackboard at the front.

Assistant superintendent for curric-
ulum Amber Crissey, in a Powerpoint 
presentation, showed the board that 
student engagement steadily declines 
after about the fifth grade.

“Our students come to us in kin-
dergarten with this mindset, ready to 
learn, and almost get somewhat con-
ditioned, as they progress through the 
grade levels, on how to play the game 
of school,” she said. “Then they lose 
engagement.

“That’s something we really take to 
heart, because we want to make sure 
our kids are engaged in the work they 
are doing.”

Crissey’s presentation focused on 
the idea that teaching and learning 
should shape the building, not the 
other way around. Slides outlined how 
learning takes place in Aledo ISD, and 
elaborated on the “rigor and relevance” 
framework — a plan designed to get 
kids navigating the problem themselves 
rather than having a teacher simply 
imparting information.

The goal, she said, is empower-
ing learners with 21st-century skills by 
building “learner-centered” classrooms.

Crissey cited six design parameters 
that have significant impacts on learn-
ing:

• Color (walls, floors, furniture, visu-
al displays)

• Complexity (an appropriate level 
of stimulation within a space)

• Choice (quality of furniture, com-
fort and variety)

• Flexibility (zones for varies learn-
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Do you remember? 
Gomer Pyle made a citizen’s 
arrest of Deputy Barney Fife 
for committing the same 
traffic violation that Barney 
just ticketed Gomer for? Oh, 
come on!

Willow Park Police 
Department is now accept-
ing applications for their 
first Citizen Police Academy 
(CPA), which starts March 
21, 2019.

However, Willow Park’s 
first CPA is not Chief Carrie 
West’s first. Frank Graham, 
an alumni of one of Chief 
West’s CPAs, has high praise 
for his experience.

“The greatest benefit of 
our CPA classes… was our 
involvement in the commu-
nity and promoting commu-
nication between citizens 
and our officers,” Graham 
said. “Too many people think 
that all police officers do is 
write traffic tickets, not hav-
ing a clue about the crimi-
nal activity that goes on in 
small towns. Thanks to our 
CCPAAA, we now have a true 
partnership between our PD 
and our citizens (and city 
governments).”

The Willow Park CPA 
classes continue for 10 weeks, 
from 6-9 p.m. every Thursday. 
Classes will include law, 
criminal investigations, traf-
fic enforcement, fire investi-
gations, DWI investigations, 
crime scene work, and more.

All applicants must sub-
mit an application prior to 
being considered for the pro-
gram. A background check 
which includes a check of 
arrest and driving records 
will be conducted.  

Anyone 18 years of age or 
older who resides or works 
in the Eastern Parker County 
is welcomed. Although the 
current age requirement is 18 
years, Chief West indicated 
the department is consider-
ing classes in the future for 
younger people.

For more information, 
call the Willow Park Police 
Department during regular 
business hours (8 a.m - 5 
p.m. Mon.- Fri.) at 817-441-
9747 or email dfranklin@
willowpark.org.

Finally, to capture the 
spirit of these CPA classes and 
their impact on community 
and city alike, Willow Park 
Citizens Group is offering 
CPA participants — officer 
and citizen —  the opportuni-
ty to blog their experience on 
the WPCG website, and we 
will be promoting the CPA at 
our next two Hangouts.

Oh, and Gomer was cor-
rect. “Texas Code of Criminal 
Procedure, Article 14.01.
Offense Within View. a) A 
peace officer or any other 
person, may, without a war-
rant, arrest an offender…”

AISD
from page one

WILLOW PARK CITIZENS GROUP

Citizen’s Arrest, 
Citizen’s Arrest!

ing activities that allow for changes in con-
figuration)

• Connections (encourage opportunities 
for interaction among students)

• Light (the amount of natural light and 
the quality of electrical lighting used)

“The top 10 in-demand jobs in the future 
don’t exist today,” said former U.S. Secretary 
of Education Richard Riley in 2004. “We 
are currently preparing students for jobs 
that don’t yet exist, using technologies that 
haven’t been invented, in order to solve 
problems we don’t even know are problems 
yet.”

For the 21st-century, it was noted, the 
“Four C’s” have become the new man-
tra of education — Critical Thinking, 
Communication, Collaboration and 
Creativity.

After Crissey’s presentation, the com-
mittee broke up into groups of four and 
went throughout the school to take part 
in a problem-solving exercise designed to 
answer the question, “What type of learning 
environment is necessary to promote the 
four C’s in Aledo ISD?”

http://www.aledoadvocats.com
http://www.aledoadvocats.com



